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 Sunday, September 6, 2026    10:00 am 

Rev. Julia L. Brown, Pastor 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS    
PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION  
 
*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (from SFTC, “A Liturgy on Creation Care”) 
One: In the name of God, and of the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, let us gather to worship the God of all 

Creation. 
Many: We come to celebrate God’s gift of creation and to commit ourselves to its care. 
One: Come, let us worship the Creator, the One who formed the heavens and the earth, the seas and all that is in 

them. 
Many: We come with grateful hearts to honor the One who made all things good. 
One: Let the heavens proclaim God’s glory, let the trees clap their hands, let the rivers sing with joy. 
Many: We join creation in praise and commit ourselves to its care. 
One: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 
Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in all that God has made. 
 
*OPENING HYMN                               “For the Beauty of the Earth”                             Black # 28 
  
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) (adapted from the URC, “Creation in Christ”) 
Be with us, O Wisdom from the Most High, that as we listen to Your Word, we may appreciate anew the Word made 
flesh, understand and change both our lives and our world, now and forever, Amen. 
 
MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYERFUL CONFESSION (unison) 
(from SFTC, “A Liturgy on Creation Care”) 
Creator God, you have made a beautiful world, but we have not cared for it as we should. We confess that we have not 
cared for your creation as we should. We have polluted the air, the 
water, and the land. We have consumed more than we need and ignored the cries of the earth and 
the poor. Forgive us, Lord. Renew in us a spirit of stewardship and love. Help us to live in 
harmony with all you have made. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF GRACE (adapted from the URC, “Creation in Christ”) 
The One who, in the beginning, was with God, and who was God, and through whom all things came into 
being, wraps you in loving kindness, forgives your sins, and gives you the strength to try again, that you might 
add to the light which is not overpowered by darkness. Amen. 
 
PRAISE HYMN                                                                                                                   Black # 283 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON​          Genesis 1:1-2:3  
EPISTLE LESSON​                        Acts 17:22a, 24-28 
 
HYMN               ​  “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”                          Black # 556 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                              John 1:1-5 
 
SERMON       ​                                                              ​ ​ ​        
     ​                                 
 
 

 
 



 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
OFFERING INVITATION 
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE                                                             Black # 785 

We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be 
All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (adapted from EcoCongregation Scotland, “Feast of Creation”) 
We continue our worship as, with gratitude and generosity, we pass on what has come into our hands. We bring these 
our gifts and assets, money and commitment, tongues and time, and ourselves to be transformed, Holy Creator, by your 
love and your grace. Give us joy in our giving, wisdom in our spending, and your peace in our hearts. For the Good of 
this Earth, of whom we’re made, in whom Christ shares: Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                          “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                           Black # 31 
 
BENEDICTION (adapted from the URC, “Creation in Christ”)  
 One: May the One who created the heavens and the earth out of nothing, 
​ the One who danced at Creation’s dawn, 
​ and the One who sustains and enlivens all that lives, 
​ give you the wisdom to tend and care for Creation, 
​ the joy to delight in all that has been made, 
​ and the passion to change our world, 
May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with  

​ ​ you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended, 
​  Many:  May our service never end. Amen. 

 
    CHIMES AND POSTLUDE         
 
 
 
 
 

*Please stand as you’re comfortable 
Liturgies originally written by various authors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


