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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 86)

One: The Holy One is great and does marvelous things. Delight in God!

Many: The Holy One gladdens the soul. We glorify God!

One: In the day of trouble, we call on Comforter and Protector, Counselor and Provider, Companion and Peace.
Many: The Holy One soothes the soul. We call upon God’s name!

One: The Gracious and Eternal God gives ear to our prayers and listens to our cries.

Many: The Holy One hears the soul. We turn to our God in hope and faith!

*OPENING HYMN “When Peace, Like a River” Black # 438

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Merciful and Compassionate God, we come into your presence. Be near to us as we draw closer to you. Be near to us
even when we have doubts, have given up hope, and have been overwhelmed by our fears. Be near to us as we sing,
pray, give, and receive. We praise you for your goodness and worship you for who you are.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison)

Listening God, we acknowledge that you know us. You are familiar with our attitudes, behavior, and character. You
ground us in the fertile soil of your love. Yet, we confess that at times, we feel rooted in sand. We observe our life
circumstances, and hope may collapse under despair, fear may overcome courage, and uncertainty drives out faith.
Help us, O God, when we cry out and when we don’t. Speak to us so that your message drowns out any other voice,
including our own, that believes less for us than your promises offer. Do a new thing in us, for us, and through us.
Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

Beloved, the Holy One has observed, received, and acknowledged your need and your hope. In Christ, new life has been
revealed, opened, and modeled for you. By the Spirit, the Holy One leads us into renewing and transformative life. This is
God’s will for each and all of us. The love and strength of God will sustain us through every trial and propel us through
our journey of hope, healing, and wholeness. Amen.

PRAISE HYMN Black #775
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Jeremiah 20:7-13

EPISTLE LESSON Romans 6:1b-11

HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” Red # 288
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 10:24-39

SERMON



PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION

The Holy One invites us into our generous life. Let us bring our resources together in order to support the ministry of this
and the wider church and meet the needs of our community and world. Our giving testifies to the goodness, graciousness,
and abundance of God. Let us recognize and respond to the cries of our neighbors and siblings with our resources offered
in love.

*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE Black # 785

We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be

All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Holy One, thank you for the privilege of giving. Bless these gifts and those who give. Enable us to trust and participate
in your abundance. Extend wisdom and discernment as we allocate these offerings. Expand our reach and impact for
your kingdom and glory. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Be Still, My Soul” Black # 488

BENEDICTION

One: As you go,

Speak up for the marginalized

Give voice to injustice

Express cares and concerns of your own household

Make a joyful, hopeful, and grateful noise

And remember that the Still Speaking God is also Still Listening

May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,

Many: May our service never end. Amen.

POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you 're comfortable
Liturgies adapted from the UCC's Worship Ways, originally written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay

Music provided by Sarah Bereza, sarah-bereza.com



