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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 45)

One: In joy and gladness, enter the presence of the Sovereign One who rules and reigns over all creation.
Worship the Holy One!

Many: The voice of the Holy One is powerful and gracious, loving and challenging, compassionate and
convicting.

One: In joy and gladness, receive the fresh wind of the Spirit who ignites our hearts and connects us to one
another. Worship the Holy Spirit!

Many: The voice of the Holy Spirit gives wisdom, discernment, comfort, and confirmation.

One: In joy and gladness, follow the path of the Embodied One. Worship God With Us!

Many: In joy and gladness, follow the path of the Embodied One. Worship God With Us!

*OPENING HYMN “We Worship You, God” Black # 26

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

God of all nations and all peoples, bless us as we gather in your name. Open us to be vessels in building your kingdom
and spreading the good news of life and liberty. May we drink from the well of your abundance. May our cups overflow
with your love. May our hearts burn in your presence. Be with us in this time and place. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison)

Holy One, we come before you from different perspectives. Some come in a spirit of celebration. Others bring lament
and despair. All of us benefit from the power of transformed lives, individually, relationally, and communally. We pray
in the assurance that new life is available. We ask for the strength, courage, and persistence to seek your kingdom,
peace, justice, and righteousness in any and all circumstances and for all people and creation. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

The God of the covenant is still with us. By the power of the Spirit, we receive the fruit necessary to fuel our shared
commitment and commission to building the world as God would have it over the world we inherit. Receive the grace of
God and go - seek and establish the Kingdom of God. Amen.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 283
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Zechariah 9:9-12

EPISTLE LESSON Romans 7:15-25a

HYMN “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” Black # 207
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

SERMON



PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION

The Holy One gives gifts beyond measure or compare. The Holy One gives with abundance and generosity. The
Holy One has provided for every need and invites us to ensure equitable, faithful, and mutual sharing so that no
one needs to experience a lack of resources. Let us give from the well of abundance to honor God’s faithfulness
and to demonstrate trust in God’s provision.

*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE Black # 785

We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be

All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Giving God, make us a people who not only receive your gifts, but empower us to give in mutual measure so that all
needs are met. Bless these gifts and amplify their impact as a witness to your goodness and so all may flourish in your
name. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” Black # 403

BENEDICTION

One: As you go,

Celebrate liberty and pursue justice

Pray for the land on which you are planted

And open space for neighbors seeking a home

Remember the challenges and blessings of the past

Work for the promise and hope of the future

Knowing that the God of the Covenant

Lives, reigns, and abides with us

As the journey continues

Go in peace and go for peace

To love and to serve

May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,

Many: May our service never end. Amen.

CHIMES AND POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you re comfortable
Liturgies adapted from the UCC's Worship Ways, originally written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay



