
 
 

A Warm Welcome to 

Solomon's United Church of Christ 
 Sunday, July 19, 2026    9:30 am 

Rev. Julia L. Brown, Pastor 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION  
 
*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  (inspired by Genesis 28, Psalm 139 and Romans 8) 
One: The Holy One is in this place! Do we know it? 
Many: The Holy One has searched and known us, our path, and all our ways. 
One: The Holy One is in this place! Such knowledge is too wonderful! 
Many: Wherever we go, God’s Spirit goes with us! We cannot flee for God is there! 
One: The Holy One is in this place! God’s Spirit bears witness with our spirit, and we gather and wait in hope. 
Many: The Holy One is with us. Praise God! 
 
*OPENING HYMN                               “God Is Truly with Us”                                  Black # 68 
  
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
Holy Love, God of Sarah and Rebekah, we come before you knowing you go before us and you keep us in safety. We 
come to this place in space and time across distance and difference as your offspring to receive an inheritance of your 
promise and to renew our lives in your covenant. Let our spirits receive your word and our hearts ignite with your 
compassion, mercy, and righteousness. Let your kingdom spread in us and through us as we worship and follow you. 
Amen. 
 
MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison) 
Righteous God, test us and stretch us, strengthen us in your truth and justice, fortify us with resolve and power so that 
we might be the people you have called us to be. Holy One, even beyond forgiveness, we seek transformation. Renew 
our minds, open our hearts, and release our hands to repair, reconcile, and restore in your name. Keep us from being 
the cause of suffering. Equip us to be agents of healing. Make us attentive to your presence. Attune us to your will. 
Lead us on the path you have paved before us so that the grace we receive will sow seeds of redemption and healing in 
the world. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
Beloved, live in your power and purpose as beneficiaries of the new covenant and conspirators of God’s 
liberating work and impact in the world. Receive God’s forgiveness and move beyond shame and judgment to 
new life and right relationships with the Holy One and neighbor. 
 
PRAISE HYMN                                                                                                                   Black # 283 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON​          Isaiah 44:6-8 
EPISTLE LESSON​                        Romans 8:12-25 
 
HYMN        ​ ​      ​            “O Spirit of God”         ​                                          Black # 60 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                              Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
SERMON       ​                                                              ​ ​ ​        
     ​                                 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
OFFERING INVITATION 
God’s gifts are generous and abundant. Give in the spirit of sufficiency and trust that God has provided for all of 
our needs. Our gifts enable us to share abundance so that all may feast and rejoice in God’s creation. 
 
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE                                                             Black # 785 

We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be 
All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy One, may these gifts reflect our trust in you and your provision. Magnify them for your purpose and grant us 
discernment to be caretakers of the resources entrusted to us. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                        “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                     Black # 77 
 
BENEDICTION   
 One: In God, promises are not contained. They overflow. 
​ Therefore, as you go from this time of communal worship 
​ Return as participants in the communal witness 
​ To spread the overwhelming love of God 
​ To spread the overarching peace of God 
​ And to spread the overcoming hope of God 
​ Like good seeds, sowing and planting a future 
​ That will shine like the sun in the kingdom of God. 
May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with  

​ ​ you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended, 
​  Many:  May our service never end. Amen. 

 
    CHIMES AND POSTLUDE         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Please stand as you’re comfortable 
Liturgies adapted from the UCC’s Worship Ways, originally written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


