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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 133)

One: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!

Many: We gather together to worship the Holy One in unity!

One: How very good and powerful it is when we commit to the kingdom of God!

Many: We gather together to discern God’s will and declare God’s reign!

One: How very good and hopeful it is when we reconcile and repair our brokenness and bless one another!
Many: We gather together to love and to serve! Praise the Holy One! Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “In Christ There Is No East or West” Black # 395

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Gracious and Healing God, in your presence, we find the fullness of joy, love, and life. Expand our vision and write a
new way forward upon our hearts. We seek your wisdom and guidance. We need your comfort and conviction. We trust
your provision and power. As we come near to you, we affirm your goodness and the goodness within us. Receive our
presence and our dreams of the world you help us make possible. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison)

God of abundance, forgive us for living as if scarcity is an unavoidable reality. Forgive us for allowing siblings in our
neighborhoods, communities, and world to live in poverty as an unending condition. Forgive us for not trusting in your
abundance, and propel us to defy the temptation to adopt a scarcity mindset due to challenging economic conditions.
Empower us to participate in mutual sharing of resources, as well as to demand and create equitable systems that
eliminate poverty for all your creation. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

Beloved, Creator has crafted a world full of all we need. Embrace abundance as an act of faith and trust in the
God who provides, who redeems, and who repairs. The kingdom will come as we insist upon it, and the Holy
One meets us in our commitments.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 283
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

EPISTLE LESSON Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

HYMN “God Moves in a Mysterious Way” Black # 412
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 15:10-28

SERMON



PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
Knowing that every good and perfect gift has the Holy One as its original source, let us share the blessings that
God has trusted with us. Give generously and lovingly in the name of the Holy One.

*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE Black # 785

We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be

All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Generous God, receive these gifts as a deposit into the kingdom and an act of trust and gratitude. May these offerings
provide for the needs of our neighbors and enable this faith community to offer ministry in your name and your honor.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Help Us Accept Each Other” Black # 388

BENEDICTION
One: As you go
With the assurance that God goes with you
Invite others near
To share the blessings of God
Through abundance, reconciliation, and hope
May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,
Many: May our service never end. Amen.

CHIMES AND POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you 're comfortable
Liturgies originally written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ.



