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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 113)

One: Praise the Holy One! From the rising of the sun until its setting, the name of God
deserves our praise!

All:  Who is like our God, seated on high?

One: Praise the Most High, who observes all things and remembers the poor and those in
need.

All:  God our Righteousness raises the lowly and levels the exalted.

One: Praise the Righteous One, who is just and mighty, who repairs and redeems.

All:  The Redeemer pours out love and justice, compassion and conviction, hope and
salvation. Praise the Holy One!

*OPENING HYMN

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Great God, who gathers us together in spirit and in truth, sanctify our time together. Grant
us wisdom and discernment. Open our hearts to receive and to give. Be glorified in our
worship and the transformation that moves us forward as your people. In your glorious
and precious name, we pray. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Redeemer, forgive us for defiling your holy ground. We have not cared for your creation,
we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves, and we have not been faithful with the gifts
you have given to us. We ask you not to clean our slate but to renew our hearts. Soften the
hardness this world encourages us to wrap around our hearts, and replace it with
compassion, empathy, and accountability to our neighbor, siblings, and creation. Awaken a
new life within us. Amen.

“Sing Praise to God” Black #22

WORDS OF GRACE

Beloved, a new life is possible. The Holy One has planted compassion within our hearts. We
need only allow ourselves to come alive to the hope and joy that transformation promises us.
Receive the grace of God to release fear of failure in order to try and fail and try again to be
all that God will empower us to be.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 283
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 8:18-9:1

EPISTLE READING 1 Timothy 2:1-7
HYMN “Jesus, I Live to Thee” Red #225
GOSPEL READING Luke 16:1-13

ACTS FOCUS - FRANKLIN COUNTY HOMELESS SHELTER

Statement from General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ,
Karen Georgia Thompson “A Response to Violence”

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE
We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be
All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Abundant God, may the gifts we give along with your miraculous power be sufficient to the
needs of the community and a blessing to the world that you love. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Christian, Rise and Act Your Creed”

*BENEDICTION
One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be
with you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,
All: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are comfortable.
Liturgies from the UCC's Worship Ways, written by Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay

Black # 785

Black # 537



