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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION
GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1)
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

Black # 84

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

One: We come to worship this day, knowing deeply what it means to struggle.

All: We remember times in our lives when we’ve felt hopeless, yearning for someone to
care for us.

One: In this divided climate that might tempt us to ignore the neighbors in our midst, we
need only tap into our own humanity.

All: Because we know what it means to struggle, we are challenged each day to show
radical love to our neighbors.

One: May our worship today help us remember times we have been helped...

All: ...and how we can become the helpers, and the hope-bearers, in this world. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Come Now, Almighty God” Black # 275

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Christ, who shows us how to be in community together, thank you for gathering us. We give you
thanks for the ways we have been held in love. We are comforted by memories of mercy shown to
us in difficult times, both by our friends in this space, and by your gracious presence in our lives.
Empower us to be Good Samaritans in our own ways. Embolden us to seek out those who are
hopeless and in need, not out of pity, but out of a deep understanding of difficulty in our own lives.
Guided by your example, may we lead with radical love and brave compassion. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that it is sometimes easier to ignore those in need than it is to help them.
We confess that we sometimes ask ourselves, “what will it cost us?” “what will others

think? ”—rather than remembering your call to care for our neighbors, whether we think they
“deserve it” or not. Forgive us. Help us repent of our embarrassment at those in need, and turn
instead toward empathy and compassion. We pray this in the name of Jesus, who teaches us how to
love all of our neighbors. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Friends, take comfort. None of us get this right all the time. We are utterly human—tallible people in
need of redirection and second chances. This is the good news: we believe in a God who gives us a
chance to start again. We are forgiven. May we respond to this grace with grateful hearts attuned to
the pursuit of justice, mercy, and hope for all. Amen.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 283
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 30:9-14

EPISTLE READING Colossians 1:1-14

HYMN “Christian, Rise and Act Your Creed” Black # 537
GOSPEL READING Luke 10:25-37

SERMON

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE
We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be
All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of love, we give these gifts back to you with humility, remembering time we’ve needed help in
our own lives. Help us use the gifts we give to love others as we have been loved. Amen.

Black # 785

*CLOSING HYMN “Born of God, Eternal Savior” Black # 542

*BENEDICTION
One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with you
and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,
All: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are comfortable.
Liturgies from the UCC's Worship Ways, written by Rev. Jacob Nault, adapted by Rev. Julia L. Brown



