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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION
GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1)
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

Black # 84

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Creator, today we give you thanks

All:  for believing we can be born again.

One: Creator, today we give you thanks

All:  for the diversity of which all of Your creation is birthed.

One: Creator, today we give you thanks

All:  for the knowledge that we aren’t always right and for the capability to change.

One: Creator, today we give you thanks

All:  for the desire to change structures and institutions that tell us community is less
valuable than the individual.

One: Creator, today we give you thanks

All:  for the positivity, resistance, and beauty in this sometimes ugly world.

*OPENING HYMN “Great Is Your Faithfulness” Black # 423

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Holy Creator, be with us as we live into all that is possible. You sent us Jesus to show us the value
and dignity and beauty of all people. You created the change of seasons as a reminder of the beauty
of our planet. We were not made sinful — You created us in Your image with the capabilities of
loving so vastly and so greatly that healing and reconciliation are possible. Help us to always
remember that. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful Creator, we have been led astray by the systems that promote individuality, greed, and
absolutism. Forgive us, we pray. Welcome us into new birth once again. Help us to embody new
understandings of collectivity and new ways of acting in and towards the world. Help us to
acknowledge evil and to resist it with gratitude, care, and love. Be with us as we change to become
more of what You ask us to be — joyful in the journey towards reparations and true Grace. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

We are indeed capable of opening our minds and our hearts and then moving in the world to live like
Jesus did. With the assurance of God’s abundant grace, may we love, repent, and forgive one another
for God’s image is indeed sprinkled throughout all of Creation. Amen.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 756 v. 2
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! / Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia!

CHILDREN’S TIME

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 16:16-34

EPISTLE READING Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

HYMN “God Our Author and Creator” Black #530
GOSPEL READING John 17:20-26

SERMON

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE Black # 778

Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise God, all creatures here below

Praise God for all that love has done / Creator, Christ, and Spirit, one.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We give thanks to you generous Creator, for the invitation to be alive in a world full of possibility.
May these gifts of time, talent, and treasure bless us and others so that we all may live with great
joy. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” Black # 77

*BENEDICTION
One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with you
and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,
All: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are comfortable.
Liturgies from the UCC's Worship Ways, adapted by Rev. Julia L. Brown



