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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!

This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

One: God, strengthen our faith

All: by igniting our imaginations

One: because we know you, the Holy Creator, work through us

All:  so we can bring together a community!

One: Powerful images are not empty or without meaning

All:  but are true symbols that guide us to probe this broken and hurting world.
One: Isn’t this why God gave us an imagination anyway?

All:  So we can look with the eyes of faith beyond surface impressions
One: to see what is really going on in our world

All: in order to recreate new worlds of flourishing for all! Amen.

*QPENING HYMN “Praise to the Living God” Black # 8

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Liberating God, the imagination for what you want from your people has been found and sprinkled
throughout our Holy Scriptures and experienced in our own lives. Give us wisdom to allow the
creative symbolism and storytelling of our scriptures to guide us in what needs to be done. May we
discern your presence, recognize the reality of harm, and then remember joy and embody love,
peace, and gratitude on this day and all the days ahead. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of All, we confess to you that we cannot remember the last time we listened, truly listened, to
one who is different and sought understanding. We cannot remember the last time we saw the
childlike glory in another’s spirit. We come before you seeking forgiveness and transformation to
become more present in our interactions with all of your creation. May we hold no judgement and
cast no shame on anyone trying to exist in this complicated and beautiful world. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

We are indeed a Beloved Community capable of working towards collective flourishing for it is bright
as crystal flowing from the throne of God. We are forgiven, and we are empowered to reflect God’s
light. Let us shine brightly as we accompany others to abundance and collective freedom.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 756 v. 2
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! / Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia!

CHILDREN’S TIME

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 16:9-15

EPISTLE READING Revelation 21:10 and 21:22-22:5

HYMN “Shall We Gather at the River” Black #597
GOSPEL READING John 5:1-9

SERMON

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE Black # 778

Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise God, all creatures here below

Praise God for all that love has done / Creator, Christ, and Spirit, one.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Still speaking God, we are witness to who Jesus is — from antiquity to modernity. Faithfully, we
experience a grace that renews and enlivens us. Bless our offerings so others can witness the ways
we live into your word so that our communities may be refreshed and restored. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Christ Will Come Again” Black # 608

*BENEDICTION
One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with you
and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,
All: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are comfortable.
Liturgies from the UCC's Worship Ways, adapted by Rev. Julia L. Brown



