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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 118)

One: O give thanks to the Holy One, for God is good; God’s love abides, endures, and prevails forever!

Many: Alleluia! The resurrection life comes to us. Christ is risen!

One: In distress, I call. In grief, I cry. In despair, I come. The Holy One answers. The Holy One comforts. The
Holy One comes.

Many: Alleluia! The resurrection life comes to us. Christ is risen!

One: God, my refuge and confidence, surrounds me with strength and victory! Exalt God’s holy name!

Many: Alleluia! The resurrection life comes to us. Christ is risen!

*QPENING HYMN “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” Black # 233

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Holy One, just as they came to the tomb to honor you on that early Easter morning, we gather to praise you this day.
May our alleluias resound in adoration and shared joy that you are risen and we share in the promise of new life.
May we encounter your glory in this assembled community as we follow you from the empty tomb into the
possibilities that await. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION

Holy Love, in every ending, there is a beginning. In the same way, beginnings signal an end. May the promise of new
life enable us to end the things that do not serve us or our neighbors, to end the attitudes that do not honor you, and to
end the ways in which we are complacent and complicit in the world. Empower us to leave those things in the tomb and
follow your trail. Jesus, you have demonstrated the path of your kingdom, keep us on the road of abundant and
transformed life as revived and encouraged participants in your resurrected and glorified body. Grant us grace when the
realities of life overwhelm, threaten to consume us, and mire us in the past. For the newness of life, we pray. Have mercy
on us, Holy One. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

Beloved, Jesus is risen. The Holy One is yet alive, and therefore, doing a new thing. Receive the grace of God
that requires no resurrection to rise to meet us in our weakness. Embrace the grace of God to move forward
boldly in new life. Hold fast to the grace of God to guide you in living the resurrected life.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 198
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim;
Let all adore and praise that sacred name.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:1-6
NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 10:34-43

HYMN “I Come to the Garden Alone” Black # 237

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 28:1-10



SERMON

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

COMMUNION (insert)

Invitation

One: On the night of betrayal, denial, and desertion, Jesus prepared his disciples for life
beyond the tomb. He demonstrated with wine and bread what he would later perform in his
flesh and blood.

Many: Jesus wanted them to remember and to understand his solidarity and his sacrifice.
One: Jesus still prepares a place for each and all of us at this table. Will you come?

Many: In awe and wonder, humility and thanksgiving, we come to the table to feast with the
Risen One.

Words of Institution

One: God be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to God.

One: Let us give thanks to God.

Many: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

One: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, and on the eve of death, Jesus gathered
the disciples for the feast of Passover. Jesus took bread, and gave thanks to you, O God, broke it, and
gave it to the disciples saying: “this is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In
the same way also the cup, after supper, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Many: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

One: Eternal God, we unite in this covenant of faith, recalling Christ’s suffering and death, rejoicing
in Christ’s resurrection, and awaiting Christ’s return in victory. We spread your table with these gifts
of the earth and of our labor. We present to you our very lives, committed to your service on behalf of
all people. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit on this bread and wine, on our gifts, and on us.
Strengthen your universal church that it may be the champion of peace and justice in all the world.
Restore the earth with your grace that is able to make all things new. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Holy One, thank you for this feast at your table. As we receive bread and cup, may we encounter your grace
and be filled with your love. May we go forward from this table with great joy, ever seeking your
resurrecting presence among us and discerning your call for us to be present for our neighbors in the
world. By your spirit, we pray. Holy, Holy, Holy One, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of
your glory, Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God. Hosanna in the
Highest!

OFFERING INVITATION

Alexander Carmichael said, “The people say that the sun dances on this day in joy for a risen Saviour.”
Whether clouds obscure the view, the sun takes the gifts it has been given to glorify God. Let us also take the
gifts we have been given and use them to bring glory to the Holy One through the generosity of the resurrected
life that proclaims that nothing is impossible for God.



*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE Black # 778
Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God for all that love has done / Creator, Christ, and Spirit, one.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Holy Love, receive these gifts as seeds given in thanksgiving for your generosity. Let us rejoice in giving just as the
sun dances in its power. Help us to nourish these offerings to meet the needs of our community and to witness to your
goodness. We dedicate them to the flourishing of your kingdom. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Christ Rose Up from the Dead” Black # 239

*BENEDICTION

May the tomb be just a stop

Reminding us that God’s reign knows no bounds
The realm of God’s possible knows no limits
God’s presence always remains

God’s protection endures

God’s glory radiates the day and the night

And the power of Christ lives in us.

May we go forth from the tomb

Renewed and rededicated to witness to this good news
To live the resurrected life in spirit and in truth

And to be the good news in the world God loves.

One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,
Many: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you 're comfortable
Liturgies from the UCC's Worship Ways, originally written by Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay



