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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Beloved, what worship does God desire of us?

Many: To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God.

One: In our life together as the body of Christ, what worship does God desire of us?
Many: To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God.

One: When we share the good news with all creation, what worship does God desire of us?
Many: To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God.

One: Come, let us worship God with justice, kindness, and humility!

Many: We come to worship God with our voices and our lives. Thanks be to God! Amen.

OPENING HYMN “Arise, Your Light Is Come” Black # 164

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Oh God, Our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer—You have shown us what is good, and call us to remember that what
you require is not repayment of debt or settling the score, but obedience. Show us, God, when to do justice, how to
love kindness, and where to walk, humbly, with you. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison)

Gracious and forgiving God, when we forget the fast you desire—To do justice, and rise up for the powerless:
Lord, have mercy. When we forget the prayer you love—To show compassion and care for those in need: Christ,
have mercy. When we forget the rituals you require—To create relationships of righteousness and peace: Lord
have mercy. Forgive us, we pray, that we might be transformed for your glory. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE
Friends, the love of God revealed in Jesus forgives us, heals us, and sets us free to rebuild, restore, and raise up
foundations for new generations. Praise be to God! Amen.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 283
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1-8
EPISTLE READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

HYMN “Q Savior, Let Me Walk with You” Black # 503



GOSPEL READING Matthew 5:1-12
SERMON “Blessed” Rev. David Ackerman

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us, not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
Faithful Friends, when burdens are lifted and the way before us opens, gratitude rises in us like a new day. The God
who breaks the yoke of despair also invites us to join the work of healing, justice, and joyful community. In
thanksgiving for the mercy we have received, and in hope for the world God is shaping, let us offer our gifts—our
resources, our commitments, our lives—so that the way of compassion may grow wide enough for all. Let us give
with courage and with joy. Amen.
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE Black # 785

We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be

All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison)
God of Justice and Mercy, you do not ask for thousands of offerings or rivers of oil, only that we live with love,
humility, and a hunger for what is right. Accept these gifts we bring—not as bargaining chips, but as signs of our
desire to follow you. Use them and us to pour out kindness where the world is aching, to walk alongside the
weary, and to bring your healing presence into troubled places. May our giving be our “yes” to your call, our
response to your grace, and our witness to your hope. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Community of Christ” Black # 314

BENEDICTION

One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,

Many: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE

Liturgies adapted from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org. Originally written by various authors.
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