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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION
GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

One: To love is the greatest gift bestowed upon us. It is a surrender to God’s holy power.

Many: God loves us, despite all our mistakes, so we pray for the patience of hope!

One: To be loved by God is the right of every living thing. This love is the sun and the rain, it is
the beginning and end of all.

Many: God loves us even when we neglect our neighbors, so we pray for the strength to bring
peace.

One: God’s love is always a promise and a responsibility, and we are given this love freely. God
demands nothing from us, yet knows we are capable of greatness.

Many: God loves us in the midst of destruction and despair, so we pray to share a vision of joy.

One: Love is a sacred vow God has made to us, a rainbow in the sky, a baby in the manger.

Many: God loves us just as we are, and we give thanks and whisper amen.

OPENING HYMN “Now Bless the God of Israel” Black #110

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Emmanuel, we come today with arms wide open, ready to meet your precious son. Your love
for us is so full that you sent a fragile babe to share your holy word, knowing that he would
face human pain. Open us, God! Prepare us for his coming, that we may be messengers of

your abundant love, and act to ease the suffering of all. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison)
Majestic Redeemer, in these last days before the birth of your son, we admit that we ask often
for a sign. We put you to the test, beg for miracles, for mercy, for proof of your holy word. We
doubt, even as we retell the old stories. We are like Joseph — shamed, questioning, fearful of
the truth of Mary’s dream — not wanting to be taken as fools for believing in something that
seems too precious to be true. We are as afraid as the shepherds in their fields, and sometimes
as cowardly and cruel as Herod. You have given us the most sacred gift, yet we often lack the
faith to accept it. Forgive us, we pray. Transform our hearts, that we may be ready to receive
and to share your love. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

PRAISE HYMN Black # 125
Gloria in excelsis Deo / Gloria in excelsis Deo.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (insert)

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10-16

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 1:1-7

HYMN “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear" Black #105

GOSPEL READING Matthew 1:18-25

SERMON Rev. Julia L. Brown

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE

O come, let us adore him! / O come, let us adore him!

O come, let us adore him! / Christ, the Lord!

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison)
Love and Light of the world, we give you thanks for these gifts. We give you thanks for the
privilege of generosity. We give you thanks for the ability to share your divine love in a tangible
Jform with our siblings around the world. Help us to remember, as we await Christ’s birth, that
we will always be rich in your abundant love. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN

BENEDICTION

One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,

Many: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE

Red # 89

“Joy to the World!” Black # 132

*Please stand as you are comfortable.
Liturgies adapted from UCC Worship Ways, originally written by Maria Mankin.



Soon and Very Soon: Advent Candle Lighting

Fourth Sunday of Advent

One: This is the season of dreaming. This is the day for rejoicing.

Many: Can we laugh, O God, while there is so much weeping? Can we dream of what
you have in store, even before it is fully realized?

One: Keep your candles lit. Shake off the burden of fear.

Many: Too long, O God, we have been afraid. Too long, we have held back in
anticipation of disappointment. Too long, we have held our breath even though
you invite us into joy.

One: By the light of Advent, we dare to rejoice in Emmanuel.
(Four Advent candles are lit.)
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