
 
 

A Warm Welcome to 
Solomon's United Church of Christ 

 Sunday, November 9, 2025    9:00 am 
Rev. Julia L. Brown, Pastor 

Church Website:   mysolomonsucc.org 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                    
 

ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION  
 

GATHERING HYMN                              “This is the Day” (v. 1)                             Black # 84    
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!  
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!  
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!  
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made! 

 

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 17) 
One: Guard me as the apple of your eye, O God. 
Many: You wondrously show us your steadfast peace 
One: Hide me in the shadow of your wings, Divine Spirit. 
Many: You wondrously show us your steadfast strength. 
One: I behold your face in righteousness, Christ of Hope. 
Many: You wondrously show us your steadfast love. 
  
*OPENING HYMN                     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”                          Black #4 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
God of Love, we see only a fraction of your presence. We know you only in part, as we 
experience this world with our senses, our experiences, and what is tangibly in front of us. 
How does the sacredness of each breath draw us closer to your presence on this side of 
Heaven? May we grasp the beauty of this world, even on the gloomy days. May we cherish our 
relationships here on earth even when times are challenging. May we know that you, O God, 
are forever present with us and will care for us always. Amen. 
 

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison) 
God of Heaven, too often we concern ourselves about life after death. We wonder who will be 
there, what we need to believe, and more. Yet, on this side of eternity, in your earthly realm, 
there are many still hurting from the pains of this life. From illnesses to poverty, and from the 
lack of kindness to the overwhelming injustices, we overlook the needs of our siblings. Forgive 
us, we pray. Open our hearts to the gaps in our world. Allow us to be more compassionate and 
less judgmental about our neighbors who need additional help. Help us to set aside our worries 
about the afterlife as we know you will care for us there. Amen. 
 
 
 

WORDS OF GRACE 
Even when we are overwhelmed by our thoughts of life after death, God shares hope. May God’s 
grace transform us here in this world as we build the Kingdom of God here on earth. Amen. 
 
PRAISE HYMN                                                                                                            Black # 283 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME​​ ​  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING​  Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
EPISTLE READING      ​ ​  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
   
HYMN                                         “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”                                    Black # 63               
 

GOSPEL READING​                            Luke 20:27-38 
 

SERMON                                                                                                          Rev. Julia L. Brown  
     
PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING INVITATION 
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE                                                      Black # 785 

We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be 
All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison) 
God of Infinite Love, through our gifts, we create glimmers of hope on this side of Heaven. 
Through our treasures, time, and talents, we nurture your kingdom. With gratitude, we 
celebrate the gifts that come from you and dedicate these gifts to you to bring peace to this 
earth. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN                           “Be Now My Vision”                                      Black #451 
 
BENEDICTION   

    One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with  
​ ​ you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended, 

 Many:  May our service never end. Amen. 

ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE      
 

*Please stand as you are comfortable. 
Liturgies adapted from UCC Worship Ways, originally written by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian 

 
 


