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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION
GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

One: As the sun rises on this new season, we turn within and ask God to renew hope in each one
of us.

Many: For the sake of relatives and friends, proclaim with joy, “Let us go to the house of our
God and find hope within!”

One: Though the days are hard, and the news, grim, we turn to our siblings here asking them to
trust God, as we have so many times in the past.

Many: For the sake of relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy, “Peace be within the walls
of this house, that our hope might spread beyond!”

One: In our fears and our desperation, in our exhaustion and our pain, God wraps us in bands of
hope, holding us together so we may continue the struggle for justice and peace.

Many: For the sake of relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy, “I will seek all that is good
within the house of God, and I will carry it with me wherever I go!”

*OPENING HYMN “Come, O Long Expected Jesus” Black #122

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Emmanuel, we come here today to renew ourselves in the generosity of God’s hope. We will
climb the mountain hand in hand so that we may learn again of God’s promise to be with us,
both in the valleys and on the peaks. Let us set down our despair and rest in the light of God
until we are renewed! Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison)
Merciful God, it is not a year abundant with hope. We cry out for solace, for rest, for strength;
we curse in anger at the horrors we see perpetrated in your name; we turn our backs on those
who suffer, and we scorn those who bring suffering upon others. We are lost and demoralized,
aching for the hope in your Word, and yet when you speak, we do not hear. We do not quiet the
spirit within or allow your peace to fall upon us. We root ourselves in devastation when true
strength is born out of your tender grace. Forgive us, O God, for abandoning hope in favor of
fear and a desire for retribution. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

PRAISE HYMN Black # 125
Gloria in excelsis Deo / Gloria in excelsis Deo.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (insert)

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 2:1-5

EPISTLE READING Romans 13:11-14

HYMN “My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise" Black #106

GOSPEL READING Matthew 24:36-44

SERMON Rev. Julia L. Brown

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

COMMUNION

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE

O come, let us adore him! / O come, let us adore him!

O come, let us adore him! / Christ, the Lord!

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison)
Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to you in the spirit of Hope. We place our trust in you and
in those who faithfully care for your people, that these gifts will be used to protect and uplift
those who are in need. Help us to remember our role to act as agents of your grace each and
every day. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN

BENEDICTION

One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,

Many: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE

Red # 89

“We Hail You God’s Anointed” Black #104

*Please stand as you are comfortable.
Liturgies adapted from UCC Worship Ways, originally written by Maria Mankin.



Soon and Very Soon: Advent Candle Lighting

First Sunday of Advent

One: This is the season to be ready. This is the day to keep awake.

Many: We do not know, O God; we do not know when your goodness will be complete.
But we are awake; we are waiting; we are trusting.

One: Keep your candles lit. Keep your hope warm.

Many: Too long, O God, we have chased after false prophets. Too long, we have looked
among ourselves for a messiah. Now we set our hearts on readiness for you.

One: By the light of Advent, we keep awake and wait for Emmanuel.
(The first Advent candle is lit.)
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