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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 121)
One: As the sun sets behind the hills,

Many: We celebrate hope in our Creator.

One: Even as the sun strikes the earth in daytime

Many: We celebrate peace in our Creator.

One: As we move about this earth from day to day

Many: We celebrate the love of our Creator. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Unto the Hills We Lift Our Longing Eyes” Black #466

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Holy One, Holder of our Hearts, From time to time, we notice our souls are heavy from
injustices. From the ways our community members are treated to the lack of compassion
towards folks in faraway places, we attempt to embrace hope and often feel defeated. Yet you
continue to be the bearer of dreams, God of Love. May we feel your Spirit’s peace even when

struggles accumulate. May we be baptized by your glimmers even as we journey through a
world filled with ashes. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE (unison)

Beloved God of All, we often feel deserted by divine justice and peace, especially after
absorbing the news each day. We allow ourselves to fully walk away from spreading good news
of your love and grace after feeling the lack of mercy in our world. We would rather be silent
in places of comfort instead of shining your light in our pain-present reality. Our hearts can
not bear knowing of any further wrongdoings. Open our souls to your healing. Embolden us to
be persistent in our quest to do justice and love kindness. May we follow your light when the
shadows attempt to swallow our resolve. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE
Our souls continue to open to the healing and hope of God. May we embrace the glow of God’s
grace as we seek ways to care for our neighbors. Amen.

PRAISE HYMN Black # 283
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:27-34

EPISTLE READING 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

HYMN “0O Word of God Incarnate” Black #315
GOSPEL READING Luke 18:1-8

SERMON Rev. Julia L. Brown

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE
We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be
All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison)
Divine Connector of our Souls, with much gratitude, we share our gifts with you today. We
continue to search for your dreams and fulfill your visions as we co-create your realm here on
earth. Energize us to use our gifts for the strength of all humanity. Empower us to share our
time, talents, and treasures as we seek to never lose hope and heart. Amen.

Black # 785

*CLOSING HYMN “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” Black #506

*BENEDICTION

One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,

Many: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are comfortable.
Liturgies from the UCC's Worship Ways, written by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian



