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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION
GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Rise and shine — the Light is revealed. Look! God’s dwelling is now among us. From the
sea comes abundance, from the desert comes hope; all creation moves toward joy.

Many: Like frankincense, we offer our prayers, that our longing may breathe with God’s
longing, that our voices rise with all who seek peace.

One: Like myrrh, we offer compassion—balm for the broken, mercy for the wounded. Where
rivalries have ruled, let grace now gather; let the scattered come home, and nations share
their treasures.

Many: Let us desire what God desires—life for all creation, justice that sets every captive free,
and joy where justice is fulfilled. The end of God’s justice is joy. The end of God’s
compassion is peace.

One: Look! God’s dwelling is now among us.

Many: We lift our eyes up. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord!

OPENING HYMN “Arise, Your Light is Come” Black # 164

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Radiant and Revealing God, you dwell not in temples or thrones but among us—in caravans of
mercy, in the faces of those returning home, in the shimmering abundance of the sea. You are
the star that stirs our seeking, the Presence that refuses to be hidden, the Word made flesh in
neighbor and stranger alike. As we gather, let your justice take root in our hearts, your joy rise
on our lips, your compassion steady our hands, and your peace settle upon this world you so
dearly love. Lift our eyes, O Holy One, so that we may see as you see—creation radiant,
humanity restored, and your dwelling now among us. Amen.

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison)

Holy One who dwells among us, you call us to rise, to see, and to rejoice—yet too often we turn
inward, protecting our comfort instead of pursuing your justice. When your radiance invites us
to lift our eyes, we close them against the pain of the world. When your abundance flows like
the sea, we grasp rather than share. When your caravans of mercy draw near, we hesitate to

join the journey. Forgive us, O God. Lift us once more into your light of love. Transform the
fear that keeps us small into courage that acts with compassion. Renew the weariness that
dims our hope into joy that moves us toward peace. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

PRAISE HYMN Black # 125
Gloria in excelsis Deo / Gloria in excelsis Deo.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 60:1-6

EPISTLE READING Ephesians 3:1-12

HYMN “Brightest and Best” Black # 157

GOSPEL READING Matthew 2:1-12

SERMON Rev. Julia L. Brown

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE

O come, let us adore him! / O come, let us adore him!

O come, let us adore him! / Christ, the Lord!

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison)
Radiant God, you have revealed your dwelling among us—in bread shared, in mercy offered,
in justice imagined and begun. We thank you for the gifts that flow like rivers, for the
abundance that rises from the sea, for the courage to give and to receive. Bless now these
offerings and the hearts from which they come. Let them join the caravans of compassion
moving through this world, bringing joy where despair has lingered, and peace where fear has
taken root. May our lives shine with the glory of God, our hands carry God’s grace, and our
gifts become good news for all creation. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
BENEDICTION
One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,
Many: May our service never end. Amen.
ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE
Liturgies adapted from UCC Worship Ways, originally written by Rev. Michael Anthony Howard

Red # 89

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” Black # 154



