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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                    
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION  
 

GATHERING HYMN                              “This is the Day” (v. 1)                          Black # 84    
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!  
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!  
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!  
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made! 

 

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: Children of God, who has God called you to be? 
Many: A light to all the nations! 
One: When confusion, disunity, and misinformation threaten to undo us, who are you called to 

be? 
Many: A light to all the nations! 
One: When wars and rumors of wars in our communities and around the world overwhelm us, 

who are you called to be? 
Many: A light to all the nations! 
One: When the vulnerable are left without care or hope for flourishing, who are you called to be? 
Many: A light to all the nations! 
One: Come! Let us worship God, who gives us as a light of good news to all the nations! 
Many: We come to worship God, who calls us and equips us to reflect God’s glory and 

abundant life into all the world. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                               “Children of God”                              Black # 533 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
Guide our feet, Lord. Show us the light of grace when we would judge others too harshly. 
Warm our hearts with the glow of your love when we would spew icy words of spite. Illumine 
our souls with joyful delight when sadness tries to take over the day. Shine brightly on us 
today, Lord, until we reflect your glory as a witness to this world. Amen. 
 

MOMENT of QUIET PRAYER and PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (unison) 
Gracious and loving God, hear our prayer. We know we do not always live as we ought: We 
turn away from you, from our neighbor, and from our true selves. We know we dim your light 
within us, with our pride, our self-righteousness, and our need for control. We know that you 
love us, that you do not abandon us, and that again and again you call us back to you, back to 
love, back to grace, back to your light. Forgive us, we pray, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

WORDS OF GRACE 
 
PRAISE HYMN                                                                                                           Black # 283 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME​​ ​  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING​  Isaiah 49:1-7 
EPISTLE READING​ ​ ​  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 

HYMN                                       “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                                  Black # 493 
 

GOSPEL READING​                           John 1:29-42 
 

SERMON                                                                                                          Rev. Julia L. Brown  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING INVITATION 
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE                                                      Black # 785 

We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be 
All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison) 
Ever-Present and Calling God, you know us from the beginning, you name us as your own, 
and you have entrusted us with the holy work of bearing your light to the world. Though we 
often feel unworthy or uncertain, you remind us that your grace goes before us, and your 
strength works through us. Receive these gifts, offered with gratitude and hope. Use them— 
and us—to proclaim your justice, to shine your love to the ends of the earth, and to glorify 
your name. In the name of Christ, your Servant and our Savior, we pray. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN                        “Born of God, Eternal Savior”                        Black # 542 
 

BENEDICTION   
    One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with  
​ ​ you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended, 

 Many:  May our service never end. Amen. 
 

ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE      
 

Liturgies adapted from www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning  
originally written by various authors 

 
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning

