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WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION

GATHERING HYMN “This is the Day” (v. 1) Black # 84
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it! And be glad in it!
This is the day that the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it!
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Come, you who are weary, you who have been bruised by life, you whose flame has
flickered in the winds of the world.

Many: We come, longing to be renewed.

One: The Holy One who stretches out the heavens is stretching us now—stretching our hearts
toward courage, our hands toward compassion, our lives toward gentle justice.

Many: We open ourselves to be stretched into new life.

One: A voice from heaven says to us, as it said to Jesus: You are my beloved. This Spirit rests
upon us, too.

Many: We are God’s Beloved, called to bring gentle justice.

One: Come, let us remember who we are.

Many: Let us worship God with joy.

OPENING HYMN

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)

Holy One, You stretched out the heavens and set the earth dancing with life. You whispered
belovedness over Jesus rising from the Jordan, and your Spirit rested upon him like a gentle
dove. Rest your Spirit upon us now. Stretch our hearts where they have grown tight. Soften the
Pplaces that have been hardened by fear or disappointment. Wake the embers of joy that still
glow beneath the ash. Remind us that we are your Beloved, not because of what we have done,
but because of who You are and the love that holds us. As we gather at the water today, let us
remember who we are, and who we are becoming together—your people of compassion,
courage, and gentle justice. In the name of Christ we pray. Amen.

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM, THAT WE MAY BE RENEWED (insert)

“Come, O Fount of Every Blessing” Black # 459

PRAISE HYMN Black # 283
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. / Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

CHILDREN’S TIME

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:1-9

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 10:34-43

HYMN “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” Black # 290
GOSPEL READING Matthew 3:13-17

SERMON Rev. Julia L. Brown

PASTORAL PRAYER & OUR LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION
*PRESENTATION & OFFERING RESPONSE
We give you but your own / Whate’er the gift may be
All that we have is yours alone / We give it gratefully
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison)
Holy One, You have gathered us in, washed us in grace, and reminded us that we are your
Beloved. As water flows from its source to nourish field and forest, so let our giving flow
outward—to nourish hope, to tend to healing, to join the slow and sacred work of renewing the
world. Bless these gifts, and bless the lives from which they come. May they ripple outward in
acts of compassion, in courage where it is needed, in justice that is gentle and strong. We offer
what we have and who we are, with joy and trust, for the sake of your dream of flourishing.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN

BENEDICTION

One: May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with
you and go with you always. Our Worship Service is ended,

Many: May our service never end. Amen.

ORGAN CHIMES AND POSTLUDE

Black # 785

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” Black #547

Liturgies adapted from UCC Worship Ways, originally written by Rev. Michael Anthony Howard



BAPTISMAL RENEWAL

Invitation

Leader: Beloved of God, today we remember that we are a people formed in water and Spirit. We
remember that Jesus stepped into the waters of the Jordan, not because he needed to be cleansed,
but to show us what it means to say yes to God, yes to belovedness, yes to the work of gentle
justice. Today we step into that yes again.

Acknowledging Our Need for Renewal

Leader: We have known bruising. We have known moments we wish we would have done
differently. We have known times when our flame burned low.

People: We long to begin again.

Leader: The One who stretches out the heavens is still stretching us—stretching our courage,
stretching our compassion, stretching our capacity to love and to be loved.

People: We open ourselves to be stretched into new life.

Leader: Hear the good news: Nothing is sealed. Nothing is beyond mending. The story is not
over. It has only just begun.

People: All is forgiven. All is being made new.

Leader: By the grace of God, we get to begin again.

Blessing the Water

Leader: Holy One, you moved over the waters at creation. You carried your people through the
sea and into freedom. Your Spirit descended upon Jesus in the river. Bless this water now. Let it
awaken memory. Let it carry mercy. Let it stir our hearts toward your dream. Amen.

The Renewal
You are invited to come forward and engage the baptismal font as you feel led.

Affirmation of Calling

Leader: We are the Body of Christ—not alone, but together.

People: We are God’s beloved.

Leader: The Spirit that was upon Christ is with us.

People: We are called to bring gentle justice.

Leader: We will not break the bruised reed. We will not extinguish the smoldering flame.
People: We will walk in compassion, courage, and joy.

Leader: This is our covenant. This is our life together.

All: Amen.
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